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PENANG 2008 – THE BIGGEST DRAGON BOAT CHAMPS SO FAR ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The combined 6 th Club Crew World and 8 th

Asian Dragon Boat Championships held in 
Penang from 31 July- 3 August 08 produced 
the biggest Dragon Boat Championships so 
far held  in Dragon Boat Sport with over 200 crews 
from 86 Clubs and 21 Countries taking part.  
Nearly 4000 competitors contested the 50 
competition classes with Canadian crews 
dominating the Club Crew Medals table and 
Indonesia the Asian Championships, in which they 
also took the Best Nations Trophy. 

 

 
 

DRAGONS AT THE 1 st ASIAN BEACH GAMES – BALI, INDONESIA – 19-24 OCT 2008 
 

Dragon Boat Racing under IDBF Racing Rules and Regu lations is one of the 17 Official Sports
included in the 1st Asian Beach Games to be held in Bali this coming October.  The Games Opening 
Ceremony will be on 18 October, with Dragon Boating featuring for the 6 days 19-24 Oct and staged 
at the Sanur Beach.  The Closing Ceremony is on 26 Oct. Organised under the Technical Direction of 
the ADBF, the Championship Director is Budiman Setiawan, a Member of the IDBF Competition & 
Technical Commission. There are 45 Members of the Olympic Council of Asia of which 18 are ADBF 
Members.  Around thirteen of them are expected to compete in Bali and from the results of Penang 
2008, Indonesia must start out as favourites to take most of the Gold Medals. But watch out for China 
and the Philippines who will be out to reverse some of the ADBC results in Penang.  For more details 
go to http://www.bali2008.com or email Budiman Setiawan at podsi@indosat.net.id. 
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                                                          VIEWS & NEWS FROM THE IDBF COUNCIL  

 

At its meeting held in the Copthorne Orchid Hotel, 
Penang, Malaysia on 30 Jul 08, the IDBF Council 
received a variety of reports on the preparations 
being made for World Championships Regattas in 
2009, 2010 and 2011, as well as reports from the 
Competition & Technical Commission (C&TC) and 
the Regional and Continental Representatives.  
The Council were pleased to welcome Dave Elliott 
(New Zealand) the President of the newly formed 
Oceania Dragon Boat Federation to the Council 
and now look forward to the formation of a 
Continental Federation for the Americas.  A wide 
range of issues affecting Dragon Boat Sport were 
discussed including the interest being shown in 
developing the sport in Greece, Kenya and Turkey.  

 

In his Opening Address to the Council, IDBF President Zhang Faqiang reported on a recent meeting he 
had in Beijing with Mr Hein Verbruggen, President of the GAISF and an IOC Member.  Frank and fair ideas 
were exchanged on the role of the IDBF. Mr Verbruggen’s view was that the IDBF should concentrate on 
developing Dragon Boat Sport on a wider basis now that it was the GAISF Member International 
Federation with specific responsibility for Dragon Boating. He felt that with the support of the Chinese 
Sports Authorities and the Chinese National Olympic Committee the IDBF was now able to bring the sport 
to a world-wide audience and in this the promotion of the sport was of prime importance. 
 

In this respect Zhang Faqiang was delighted to inform the Council that with effect from 2008 the Chinese 
Government had made the Double Fifth Dragon Boat Festival day a formal Public Holiday throughout 
China and in 2009 they had announced that large scale Dragon Boat Festivals would be organised in Cities 
around China but particularly in Beijing and Shanghai.  In 2010 Dragon Boat Racing would be included in 
the Asian Games in Guangzhou and featured at the 2010 World Exhibition in Shanghai. 
 

The Council authorised the C&TC to look at and report back on both a Regatta Course Grading system 
and the introduction of a ‘Star Rating’ system for IDBF Affiliated Dragon Boat Festivals and International 
Races. The Star system will rate events over a number of areas such as Technical Facilities; Regatta 
Organisation and Administration, Hosting and Logistics, Promotion and Publicity and most importantly 
adherence to IDBF Racing Rules and appropriate Competition Regulations, such as the IDBF Water Safety 
Advice and Guidelines.  Once approved by the Council the Star system will come into effect from 2010 but 
in the meantime all IDBF Affiliates will be required to confirm that they are operating to IDBF Racing Rules 
and complying with the IDBF Water Safety Policy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

President, ZHANG Faqiang, Penang  08 Meeting. 

 World Games Invitational Dragon Boat Races, Kaohsui ng City, Taiwan – 17/18 July 2009 
 

The IDBF have been advised by the International Wor ld Games Association  (IWGA) that Dragon 
Boating is not an Official Sport of the World Games and that the Dragon Boat Races at the 2009 World 
Games are Invitational Races offered by the Organising Committee.  As an IWGA Member the ICF have 
decided to organise the races only for Mixed Crews  from ICF Member Canoe Associations, for which 
selection will be determined through attendance at the Sept 2008 ICF Races in Poznan.  IDBF Members 
are not invited to submit entries for the World Games Races, which are restricted to a maximum of 12 
Countries. The races will take place on just two days (17/18 Jul 09) and only over two race distances. 
 

At its meeting on 30 July 2008  the IDBF Council took note of the IWGA advice and the ICF selection 
policy and under IDBF Competition Regulations have acknowleged the World Games Races as a ‘Closed 
Competition’ which means that the event is classified by the IDBF as International and not World status.  
The 2009 World Dragon Boat Championships will be held in Prague from 26-30 August 2009, with the 
WCorcom in Miamai on 24/26 July and the European Club Crew Champs in Budapest on 11/12 July 09, 
there are plenty of alternatives to the World Games Races and many more races at each one too !  
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IDBF COUNCIL CALLS ON THE ICF TO ACCEPT THE DECISIO NS OF THE GAISF 

In line with the policies agreed by the 11th IDBF Members Congress in Sydney in 2007 and  following 
discussions held between the IDBF President and the GAISF President in Beijing and IDBF Executive 
President (EP), Mike Haslam and the new ICF Secretary General, Simon Toulson, this year and 
subsequent to a further meeting between Simon and IDBF Vice President Claudio Schermi, during this 
year’s GAISF General Assembly, the EP formally wrote  to the ICF Board of Management calling on 
them to accept and abide by the decisions of the GAISF Members and Council made at the 2007 
GAISF Annual General Assembly (AGA) held in Beijing.     
 

The IDBF Council have reminded the ICF Board that those decisions were that Dragon Boating and 
Canoeing are two different sports and that the IDBF  is the GAISF Member International 
Federation specifically for Dragon Boating .  A status again confirmed by the GAISF President during 
the 2008 GAISF AGA, where Dragon Boating was featured four times, that was during the  presentation 
of Beijng 2008; then in the video shown by Lord Sebastian Coe, President of the London 2012 
Organizing Committee (and the Patron of the British Dragon Boat Racing Association), also in the video 
shown for the presentation of Kaoshiung 2009 World Games and finally in a picture of the presentation 
of Denver, SPORTACCORD 2009.  All very positive for our sport and a clear indication of the status of 
the IDBF in the bigger world of international multi-sports organisations.   
 

The IDBF Council have also called upon the ICF to accept that IDBF Membership of the GAISF 
confirms that the IDBF is the recognised world organisation for Dragon Boat Sport and that therefore 
the only official ‘World Championships’ in the sport are those organised or sanctioned by the IDBF.   
 

The IDBF Council have made it clear that it welcomes all organisations that want to be part of our sport 
into our Dragon Boat family, including Canoe Federations and the ICF.  The IDBF accepts that the 
decisions of the GAISF AGA does not preclude the ICF (or indeed the IDBF) from organizing any other 
sport that they wish to do.  However the IDBF has asked the ICF as a fellow GAISF Member, to respect 
the GAISF decisions and therefore ensure that any Dragon Boat Championships held by the ICF 
Members are titled as “ICF Championships” and not “ World Championships” in Dragon Boat Sport.  
 

In response to a proposal from the ICF that the IDBF should become an ICF Associate Member (an 
idea originally put to the ICF in 2000, by the IDBF) the IDBF Council have stated that now that the IDBF 
is a GAISF Member, they do not see any advantages in such Membership as it is unlikely to benefit the 
IDBF or its Members, in any meaningful way and thus would serve no useful practical purpose.  
 

The IDBF Council have proposed the alternative of forming an Association of International Paddle Sport 
Federations (AIPSF) to include the International Federations for Outriggers and Rafting, as well as any 
other Paddle Sport Federations wishing to join such an Association.  As an Olympic Federation the 
IDBF would propose that the ICF be the Senior Partner in any such AIPSF. 
 

In the opinion of the IDBF this would be a more positive and effective solution for all Federations than 
ICF Associate Membership.  Such an AIPSF would give all the paddle sports an opportunity to meet on 
a regular basis and fully discuss the many areas of common interest and development within the 
different sports and as an umbrella organization, much like the GAISF, would guarantee each sport’s 
independence and be the point of contact for those applying for GAISF Membership etc. 
  
The IDBF has proposed that an exploratory meeting is arranged between the interested federations, 
ideally in Europe before the ICF Congress takes place in November, which would enable all concerned 
to move the project forward with their respective Members in the shortest possible time. 
 

ICF President Feldhoff not standing for Re-election  at the next ICF Congress in November 08  

In an ICF Press Release the sporting world has been notified that after 10 years in the role, the ICF 
President, Ulrich Feldhoff (Germany) will not be seeking re-election at the 2008 ICF Congress 
scheduled for Rome this coming November.   The ICF 1st Vice-President, Jose Perurena (Spain) is 
seeking election as ICF President. The IDBF look forward to working closely with him in the future. 
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BEIJING -  Hundreds of performers swept their dragon boat blades in intricate patterns set to computer-
controlled sound and light before a thrilled live audience of 100,000 and a broadcast following of more 
than a billion people worldwide during Beijing's Olympic Opening Ceremony. 
   

As part of the superlative welcoming spectacle, a few of China's gifts to the world were presented with 
breath taking artistry: gun powder (fireworks), paper, movable type printing (centuries before Guttenburg) 
and the magnetic compass (for feng shui and eventually maritime navigation).  The first hour or so of the 
show was devoted to a magical tour into the mysteries of China's ancient roots including Shaolin 
drumming (close to 1,000 performers in synch!), Kong Fuci (Confucius), the Silk Road trade route to "the 
west" and maritime exploration. 
 

Connected with the maritime sequence were the stylized movements of hundreds of paddlers, constantly 
lifting then sweeping and waving their slender, fan-like paddles through the air and back down to the 
"water surface" using an artistic stroke.  The Beijing troupe's finale consisted of moving into a formation 
which, when viewed from overhead, took the stylized form of a dragon boat: long and slender with 
pointed bow and stern.   
 

To view a sample of this act, go to the YouTube http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YiQu4gpoa6k.  The 
paddlers appear at the 1:00 minute mark. Whoever said that the ancient culture of dragon boat racing 
wouldn't be demonstrated and showcased at China's grand coming out party underestimated the power 
of the dragon and the spirit of Qu Yuan.  

 

 
 

 
11/12 July 09  

Budapest, 
Hungary 

13th European Club Crew  
Championships 

info@sarkanyhajozas.hu 
www.dragonboat.hu 

 
 24/26 July 09 

Miami, Florida, 
USA 

3rd World Corporate and 
Community Championships

miamidragon@earthlink.net  
www.miamidragon.com 

 
26-30 Aug 09  

PRAGUE/Racice       
Czech Republic 

9th World Dragon Boat  
Racing Championships  

klimbera@dragonboat.cz 

 

DRAGON BOATS AT THE OPENING CEREMONY  - Olympic Dragon Boat Demo Wows Billions 
from Beijing:  Paddlers Perform Precisely at the Ga mes Opening Ceremony - by Li Longren  

 

OCTOBER FESTIVAL EVENTS – FOR THE WEEKEND WARRIORS ! 

TIANJIN, CHINA. 30 SEP/4 OCT 08.  Tianjin "Tanggu Cup" International University Students Dragon 
Boat Invitational Tournament, authorized by Tianjin municipal government and the State Sports 
General Administration, racing will take place in the Tianjin Tanggu Bund. Entries accepted from 
colleges and universities for one mixed team or male team or female team per faculty. More details at 
http://groups.google.com/group/TianjinDragonBoat or email tjlzxh@gmail.com 
 
ORLANDO, USA. 18 OCT 08 . The 1st Orlando International Dragon Boat Festival takes place in 
Downtown Disney.  These 500m races are right smack in the middle of all of the magic of Disney! 
Parking is free, and entrance to Downtown Disney is free.  Hotels on the park grounds are arranged 
for this event for either $85/night at All Star Sports, or $120/night at Port Orleans Riverside!! Call or 
email Christine Canevari  on + 1 813-471-154 or email christine@gwndragonboat.com. 
 
LIMASSOL, CYPRUS. 18/19 Oct 08 .  The 1st Limassol International Dragon Boat Races take place 
on 18/19th October over 200m and 500m on the sea-front course in the centre of the Limassol Tourist 
area.  Fun in the Mediterranean Sun, with 2- 4 star Hotel accommodation (beach location) for 
between Euros 60-88 per person, per day inclusive of breakfast, airport transfers, local race transport, 
all regatta fees and the celebration party ! Contact Andy Aermogenous at aermogenous@hotmail.com 
 

2009 CHAMPIONSHIPS’ DATES FOR YOUR DRAGON BOAT DAIR Y 
 


